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Definition of Flexibility


The Entitlement


Parents are entitled to access 15 hours of free early learning and care each week across a minimum of 3 days. The funding is available from the term after a child’s third birthday. Individual providers will determine their own pattern of flexibility within the framework below.








The length of the offer


Parents will be able to access an entitlement over no less than 38 weeks. Where the offer is made over a longer period, parents will receive the offer for a number of hours a week proportionate to the length of the offer, so less than 15 hours. The total amount given in a 12 month period will equate to 38 x 15 hours  





Number of providers


Parents are entitled to access the full entitlement across a maximum of 2 providers registered to receive free entitlement, except where the LA deems there are exceptional circumstances for the child or family. 





Hours in the day


The exact offer will be dependent on local capacity, but parents cannot access free provision for stand alone blocks of less than 2 ½ hours, or more than 8 hours in one day, or for more than 15 hours over three days. Where a parent chooses not to take up the full entitlement, the maximum amount of free entitlement over 2 days is 12 ½ hours.


Parents will be required to establish the flexibility available at their chosen provision. Additional sessions may be available. These will need to be paid for. Please contact the provider directly for details.  
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