SUMMER TERM 2009

RAISING ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE NEWSLETTER FOR SETTINGS


Welcome to our Summer newsletter. It will keep you up to date with developments in Gateshead and nationally.

NURSERY PROFILE UPDATE (Contact Sue Waugh 4338603 for more details)

We have revised the statements in the nursery profile so that they are aligned with Development Matters.

The profile also dovetails and overlaps the EYFSP to support continuity for children. We are currently in the process of trialling the new profile with a number of settings. Once the final version is completed the profile will be available online and you will be able to produce reports similar to those available for EYFSP.

We hope to launch the profile ( with a new name!) and provide training for you early next term.

15 HOURS FLEXIBLE CHILDCARE FROM 2010 (Contact Sue Waugh –4338603 for more details)

The pilot preschool settings are now in the process of beginning to trial different models of delivery of 15 hours flexible provision. In addition the settings who are introducing flexible provision from September 2009 have been informed. A steering group is meeting to discuss the changes to funding and admissions amongst  other things. You representatives on the steering group are Carolyn Below and Helen Widdowson. They are there to ensure that the views of settings are represented.
THE EARLY YEARS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ( Contact  Melanie Vincent- 4338661 for more details)

The Inclusion Development Programme (IDP) is part of the Government’s strategy for children with special educational needs. The IDP is a four year programme (2008 –2011) which provides support for all practitioners, teachers and managers in schools and settings. There is a specific Early Years IDP which is closely linked to the EYFS.

The current focus (2008-2009) is speech, language and communication, with 2009 concentrating on working with children on the autism spectrum. The IDP materials will help you improve your provision for all children and will particularly support you in developing more inclusive practice.

The IDP materials include a booklet and an interactive DVD-ROM which can be used to form the basis of continuing professional development. The next IDP training event is 17th June at  Gateshead CLC

2 YEAR OLD FUNDING ( Contact Jan Batchelor –4335108) for further details)

From September 2009 the Local Authority will be required to provide 10 hours of free childcare to 15% of the most economically disadvantaged children in Gateshead. The number of children we are required to target is just 82, and they will be identified using data linked to postcode areas. We will be establishing a register of providers able to deliver this offer before the end of term. An expression of interest form is being sent out and should be returned to Jan Batchelor as soon as possible (please see letter for closing date)
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